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INTRODUCTION  

Welcome to Beanstalk Montessori and Daycare (Beanstalk).   We welcome you and your child to our 
intimate school where every child will receive the love, care and nurturing they deserve. 

Our Mission Statement  

We strive to give your child a nurturing, loving, and a Montessori-based educational environment 
where they can reach their individual potential and to instill in them the love of learning at a very 
young age. 

Non-Discrimination Policy  

We welcome all prospective students and their families and do not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national, or ethnic origin in our admission and educational policies.  

Admissions decisions may sometimes be based on the child’s comfort level within a Montessori 
environment. Preference is given to siblings of current students.  Beanstalk reserves the right to 
terminate enrollment if, during the first ninety days of trial period, in the opinion of the Lead 
Teacher and the Director, the school is not able to meet the educational needs of the student 

Please note: Beanstalk reserves the right to withdraw a child without notice if the child's 
participation in the program creates a direct threat to the safety of the child, other children or the 
staff of Beanstalk. 

 Teachers/Staff 

At Beanstalk we pride ourselves with hiring only the most qualified, experienced, and loving 
teachers out there. All head teachers are AMS Montessori certified with a minimum of a 
bachelor’s degree. We screen our staff with the utmost care and they must meet our high 
standards. Teachers as well as assistants are CPR/First Aid certified and have passed criminal 
background checks.  Please refer to our website for Staff members and their bios. 

Community Outreach 

We at Beanstalk believe that children can feel part of their community and give back at a very 
young age.  We have chosen the National Center for Children and Families (www.NCCF-

cares.org) in Bethesda, MD.  We will provide the opportunity for all families, on a volunteer basis, 
to contribute non-perishable food items before the Thanksgiving Holiday and once again in the 
summer. 

  

http://www.nccf-cares.org/
http://www.nccf-cares.org/
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THE CLASSROOM  

The Montessori Classroom Composition 

Classroom staff is comprised of an AMS trained Directress as well as an Assistant.   Our beautifully 
prepared Montessori classroom is set up for areas where the children can freely have access to 
Montessori materials of their choice.  The Montessori classroom is a calm and serene place where 
children can learn to focus on tasks, socialize with their peers and learn to become successful at 
listening and following directions. 

Curriculum  

Our curriculum is divided into the following areas: 

Practical Life - The child engages in activities that include care of self and care of the 
environment.  The child's work with these materials helps strengthen small motor skills and helps 
build concentration needed in the academic areas.  Typically children between two and three 
enjoy these activities but it is not unusual to see four year olds washing a table from time to time! 

Sensorial - These materials expose the child to the world around them.  Children work with 
materials that engage their 5 senses in the most tactile way possible.  

Language - Writing and reading are explored using a phonetic program of individual sounds in 
language.  Materials, such as sandpaper letters and moveable alphabet, help connect the child 
with writing and reading. 

Mathematics - Activities are designed to help students gain a deeper understanding of numbers  
and mathematics in a concrete way, including sandpaper numbers, teens board, hundreds board, 
number rods, and golden beads. 

Geography - We do this in a hands-on and interesting way most conducive to the learning of 
young children.  Montessori believed that children should be taught about the world they live in, 
specifically the earth continents and oceans.  Cultural studies also become a large part of the 
curriculum. 

Pre-Kindergarten Program  

This program is only open to those children who have been in the Montessori classroom for at 
least one year AND are at least 4 years of age. 

The child will have a typical morning with their Directress and other students, and then the 
afternoon will be a combination of working with the assistant as well as some exposure to 
kindergarten work. The intent of this program is to prepare the child for Kindergarten. 
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Snack  

Beanstalk will provide two healthy snacks for the children-once in the morning and once in the 
afternoon.   Our snack consists of Organic fruits or vegetables and some kind of cracker.  If 
allergies are an issue please make sure to provide us with your own snack.  We would gladly store 
the snack at school.  Also please make sure you fill out the Allergy Form available on the website. 

Throughout the year we may periodically ask by email that each family provide snack for one 
week.  In the email you will find a list of snacks that we prefer.  We appreciate your generosity. 

Lunches  

Lunch is a special time for the children.  It’s an opportunity to socialize as well as practice grace 
and courtesy.  Please try to send in a balanced meal in containers that the children can easily 
open and close along with utensils and a napkin-preferably cloth to minimize waste. Please note 
that we cannot warm up food for the children so please plan accordingly. 

Please refrain from sending in Juice boxes, go-gurts and candy.  We will happily provide water.  As 
a precaution to allergic children please refrain from sending in Peanut products in your child’s 
snack especially peanut butter sandwiches.  We suggest sunflower butter, which is available at 
Whole Foods and Trader Joe’s.  We appreciate your help. 

Birthday Celebrations  

We would happily love to celebrate your child’s birthday at Beanstalk.  We have a special way in 
the Montessori classroom to celebrate birthdays.  Parents are welcome on the day of their child’s 
birthday to come in to the classroom and bring in snack for the class and take pictures.  Allergic 
children must have their own snack on that day. 

Outdoor Play Time 

Outdoor playtime is a large part of our curriculum.   All children enrolled at Beanstalk will head 
outdoors to the playground once in the morning and once in the afternoon if they are considered full 
day (9a-6p).  This allows children to practice gross motor development, get fresh air and explore their 
natural environment.  It is important that children come to school prepared to spend time outdoors 
with proper outer wear and shoes appropriate for climbing and running. 

Observations and Conferences  

Observations 

We understand that you are committed to raising wonderful children.  We also believe that 
parental involvement is crucial to the success of your child’s success at Beanstalk.  Observations 
of your child’s classroom are optional but they are certainly recommended, as it is an opportunity 
to see your child in a classroom situation.  If you are interested in observing we will give you some 
observation guidelines to follow before you do so. 
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Conferences 

We offer parent/teacher conferences twice a year-once in the fall and once in the spring.  This is a 
great opportunity to speak to your child’s teachers about their progress.  It would be beneficial if 
both parents were present for at least one of these conferences. 

End of Year Progress Reports  

At the end of each academic year, a written report outlining the academic strides your child has 
made will be sent to you by mail. This report will highlight Montessori curriculum advances made 
by your child throughout the year, as well as a written summary. Look for this report in mid-June.  

 

SCHOOL PROCEDURES  

Arrival and Dismissal  

Parents are required to sign their child in and out every day at arrival and dismissal. This is a new 
regulation from the State of Maryland, Office of Child Care. Children will not be received or 
dismissed without parent or authorized caregiver signature.  

Arrival – The school day begins at 8:00am for those children signed up for before care and 
9:00am for those in regular care.  While we are receiving children who are walking and children 
arriving by cars, we ask parents to be patient as we make sure all children get inside the door 
safely. At 9:00 am we lock the front door for security purposes.   Parents are asked to call the 
office and a staff member will meet you and walk your child to the front door if you are going to 
be arriving after this time. 

Arrival (By Car) — Arrivals by car begin at the school’s front entrance on Auburn Avenue or at the 
back entrance behind the building on Norfolk Avenue.   Please pull your car as far as you can allow 
for multiple cars to stop and for the children to disembark.  A staff member will come to your car 
to take your child’s hand and walk them inside. Do not leave your child outside the car 
unattended.  

Arrival (Walking) — Please stand with your child at the bottom of the stairs and wait for a staff 
member to take your child’s hand. Do not leave your child until a staff member has his/her hand.  

Dismissal (By Car) — Dismissal occurs in the same way.  At 3pm and 6pm a staff member will 
bring your child to the front or rear entrance. 

Dismissal (Walking) — Please stand to the side of the building and wait for a staff member to 
bring your child to you. Priority dismissal will be given to caregivers who are walking to Beanstalk 
to pick up a child.  
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In order to ensure safety and efficiency, we kindly ask that you remain in your car and please 
refrain from having lengthy conversations with other parents during drop-off and pick-up. 

Early Check Out/Pick UP  

If you are planning an earlier-than-expected pick-up for your child, please let the school office 
know as soon as possible either by email, phone or a note in the morning. Verbal messages to a 
staff member during arrival should be avoided.  

Further, children will only be dismissed to adults noted on their “Caregiver Authorization” form as 
an approved person.  

Attendance and Late Arrivals 

Children are expected to attend school every day unless home with an illness or out of town. 
Records of attendance will be kept for each child.  

The morning time in a Montessori classroom consists of greetings and beginning lessons. The 
Directress and Assistant take time to connect with each individual child and get them engaged in 
the classroom. A child who arrives late may find the Directress unable to make that connection 
and therefore the child loses precious time joining the classroom. Please respect the short time 
that your child is with the Directress and make the effort to get your child to school on time.  

Weather  

We plan to go outside as frequently as possible — unless it is pouring rain/snow or a 
wind/weather advisory has been issued. Please be sure that they are dressed appropriately. In 
damp weather your child should have rain boots. In wintry weather your child must have snow 
boots, a hat and mittens.  

Snow/School Closing  

We will always follow Montgomery County Public Schools for inclement weather closings and 
delays. Please note the following:  

• If Montgomery County schools close due to inclement weather, Beanstalk will close.  

• If Montgomery County schools have a delay Beanstalk will open on time. 

Please listen to WTOP News radio 103.5FM or go to www.WTOP.com for closings. 

Illness  

Young children are susceptible to illness especially when they spend time in close contact with 
other young children, and children in a Montessori environment share all the materials of the 
classroom. We encourage frequent hand washing as it is the best way to prevent the spreading of 
germs. Additionally children are encouraged to sneeze into their elbow and wash their hands 
after using tissues in the classroom.  

http://www.wtop.com/
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We continue to take every precaution to keep illness out of our classroom and ask that you as 
parents take extra care in the decision-making process when sending your child to school. Also we 
try to go outside in all kinds of weather. If your child is too sick to participate in outdoor recess, 
he/she should remain at home.  

Your child should remain at home if they have:  

• A fever, vomiting or diarrhea within the past 24 hours  

• A sore throat with coughing  

• Visible signs of a cold (in a child too young to practice consistent nose-wiping)  

• Untreated head lice  

• Been on an antibiotic less than 24 hours.  

• Any contagious condition (such as pink eye) 

• A headache that lasts or returns  

• An earache or discharge from the ear  

• Redness, swelling, or drainage of the eye (possible pink eye)  

A child must stay home for 24 hours after starting antibiotics and from their last fever.  

Please be sure to notify us right away when your child has been diagnosed with a communicable 
illness, such as strep throat, chicken pox, flu, or head lice so that we can inform other families. 
Information on the specific illness and how to deal with it will be emailed to all parents as soon as 
we are made aware.  

After three or more days of absence Beanstalk requires a written statement from the child’s 
physician indicating that the child may return to a regular schedule.  

If a child becomes unwell at school or we notice upon arrival that they are not well, we will 
contact you by phone with the details of their symptoms and, if we deem necessary your child will 
need to be picked up.  

Late Fees  

Your child needs to be picked up on time every day. Late fees will begin after the 3:05 pm and 
6:05 pm dismissal times. Families will be given two “passes” for the academic year to take into 
account the rare time a parent or caregiver has called the school to say they are stuck in traffic, or 
some other issue has arisen. Beginning with the third instance, late fees will be incurred.  
Beanstalk’s late pick up policy is $10 per every 15 minutes after scheduled pick up payable to staff 
on duty. 

Safety  

For the safety and security of the children and staff, doors in the front and back are locked after 
arrival.  
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Emergency Preparedness  

Beanstalk follows the Emergency Preparedness policy of Montgomery County Public Schools. 
Beanstalk staff members have taken the training to become better prepared to handle a variety 
of emergency situations. It is critical that your Emergency Card be kept current throughout the 
school year. Job, address, phone numbers, and caregiver changes are just some of the critical 
information items that need to be provided to our office as soon as possible.  

Beanstalk practices monthly fire drills and two evacuation drills per year. For all drills, we leave 
our building and go to Imagination Stage.  Evacuation drills will be done very matter-of-factly with 
students on the two designated occasions. We do not want to cause any anxiety; we merely want 
to prepare your children.  

State Medical Forms and Vaccinations  

All children are required by laws in the State of Maryland to complete medical forms necessary 
for admission into school by the first day of school. The required vaccinations are based on your 
child’s age and are available from your child’s pediatrician. All children at Beanstalk are required 
to be fully vaccinated or submit a medical waiver.  

 

THE OFFICE/ADMINISTRATION 

Communication  

Our office opens in the morning at 8:00 am. If your child is sick or unable to come to school, 
please send an email to our school email address: learning@beanstalkmontessori.com by 9:00 am 
and that information will be communicated to the staff. All emails sent to that address are seen 
by office staff only and are kept confidential and disclosed only as necessary to other staff. 

Should you wish to speak to your child’s teacher please call the school and leave a message.  She 
will return the call during non-class hours.  

Tuition  

Tuition is due on the 1st of each month and is done through our automated debit system Please 
make sure that you fill out our Direct Debit form available on our website: 
www.beanstalkmontessori.com. 

Website 

Our website address is www.beanstalkmontessori.  Please refer to the website periodically for 
information.  We also have a Face book page.  We sometimes post pictures of special events on 

mailto:learning@beanstalkmontessori.com
http://www.beanstalkmontessori.com/
http://www.beanstalkmontessori/
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our page.  Please make sure that you fill out a media release form if giving us permission to use 
your child’s picture.    Please note: We never tag the children’s name on FB.  

Re-enrollment for 2014-2015  

Current Beanstalk families have first priority when it comes to reenrollment and new sibling 
enrollment. Your family will be sent a letter inquiring of your intentions for the 2014-2015 school 
year. If you reply that you would like to reenroll your child, or if you have siblings you would like 
to enroll, a contract will be sent to you.  A $1000 non-refundable deposit that will be applied 
towards the 2014-2015 tuition must accompany all contracts.  

Summer Mailing  

During the first week of June, a packet of information will be sent to your mailing address. It will 
include forms necessary for your child to attend school in the fall. All forms are due in the office 
by August 1st.   If all paperwork is not received in time for school to begin, due to the laws of the 
State of Maryland, your child will not be able to start school on time.  Since many children will 
need a physical with their pediatrician, we would encourage you to make your appointment as 
soon as possible as doctors’ offices tend to get very busy during the summer months.  

Licensing by the Office of Childcare Montgomery County/Accreditation 

Beanstalk Montessori and Daycare is a fully licensed daycare by the Maryland State Department 
of Education office of Childcare.  We are also hoping for an accreditation from the AMS (American 
Montessori Society). Once we have been in business for 1 year we will begin the process of 
Accreditation.  

Calendar  

Our Calendar is available online on our website.  Please check for closings as well as Federal 
Holidays. 

Welcome to Beanstalk! 


